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In a statement issued by the Ministry
of Hajj and Umrah, the ministry
affirms that the government of Saudi
Arabia always places a greal care
and attention on the safety, health
and security of pilgrims and places
this at the forefront of its priorities.
In compliance with the purposes of
Islamic Shariah (law), while providing
all the necessary facilities that facilitate
pilgrimstoperformthe rituals of Hajj and
Umrah and enable them to reach the
holy places smoothly and easily. The
Kingdom has had the honor during the
past ten years serving more than 150
million pilgrims from all over the world.
In light of what the whole world
is witnessing of the continuing
developments of the emerging
Corona Virus (Covid-19) pandemic
and the emergence of new variants,
the competent authorites have
worked to monitor the global health
situation, in order to ensure the
performance and facilitation of
Hajj rituals according to an optimal
model and in light of the accelerating
developments accompanying this
epidemic. The extent of the world's
countries’ progress in immunizing
their citizens and residents and the
number of infections there, along with

10
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Ministry of Hajj and Umrah:
The reduction in the num-

ber of Hajj pilgrims for this
year is to protect the safety
and health of the pilgrims

warnings of the danger of an increase
in the spread of infection and injury
in the human gatherings, issued by
the World Health Organization and
from the concerned authorities in
the Kingdom and in many countries.
Given the nature of the crowds during
the Hajj, which extends at different
times in different places according
to the order of performing the rituals,
which makes the application of the
highest levels of health precautions a
very vital matter, to protect the health
of the pilgrims and ensure their safety.
It was decided to limit the availability
of registration for those wishing to
perform the Hajj rituals for the year
1442H to citizens and residents
inside the Kingdom only, through
the electronic path for the pilgrims
that will be launched by the Ministry
of Hajj and Umrah and in order to
ensure the performance of rituals

in health, security and safety, while
adhering to regulatory controls, health
standards and security requirements
in all stages of performing the
obligatory  prayer, as follows:
« The total number of pilgrims for
the year 1442H (60,000 pilgrims),
for residents of all nationalities
and citizens inside Saudi Arabia.
« The need for the health status of those
wishing to perform Hajj for the year
1442H to be free of chronic diseases.
« Performing the Hajj rituals for this
year 1442H will be limited to age
groups (18 to 65 years) for those
vaccinated, in accordance with the
instructions and procedures followed
in the Kingdom for the immunization
categories (fully vaccinated, or the
ones who took the first dose and spent
14 days, or recovering from infection).
The Ministry of Hajj and Umrah also
indicates that the Kingdom, which
is honored to host the pilgrims every
year, confirms that this arrangement
comes out of its constant concern
for the health, safety and security of
pilgrime as well as the safely of their
countries. Therefore, it has been
keen to develop operational plans to
achieve all the requirements and the
availability of all the health standards.
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HAJJ 1442 H

The Ministry of Hajj and Umrah
announced that it was decided to
limit the availability of registration
for those wishing to perform the
Hajj rituals for the year 1442H to

citizens and residents inside the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia only,
while the total number of pilgrims
is 60,000 pilgrims, in light of what
the whole world is witnessing the
continuing developments of the
emerging Corona Virus (Covid19-)
pandemic and the emergence of
new variants. The Ministry affirms
the need for the health status of
those wishing to perform Hajj to be
free of chronic diseases and among
age groups (18 to 65 years) forthose
vaccinated, in accordance with
the instructions and procedures
followed in the Kingdom for the
immunization categories.
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Saudi Arabia to limit Hajj
Pilgrimage this year to
60,000 citizens and residents
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Dr. Majed Al-Qasabi, Minister of Commerce, visits the Makkah Chamber
Holy Makkah holds a comparative ad-
vantage and distinctive features that

e
Dr. Majed bin Abdullah Al-Qasabi,
Minister of Commerce and Acting
Minister of Media confirmed that the Hajj
and Umrah sector challenges would
be ended. He said the government
will reduce the permits for the
accommodation projects and achieve a
full partnership with the private sector to
ensure the growth of Makkah economy.
During his visit to Makkah Chamber,
Dr. Majed invited the business owners
and investors to present their work
challenges according to a scientific
methodology. He asked them to develop
the perceptions of the challenges the
commercial work are facing in all its
sectors in Makkah and look for the
appropriate solutions, especially for the
projects of Hajj and Umrah.

Dr. Majed pointed out that the
government will solve all the challenges
of Hajj and Umrah sector. One of

8

are not found anywhere in the world

the investors said some companies
had stopped working due to several
agencies substantial financial penalties.
The investors also complained about the
multiple destinations they go to obtain
accommodation permits.

He further said “ we are currently
working with the Saudi Business Center
and with several other agencies on this
issue and within six months, you will find
a satisfactory solution for these issues.

Integrative partnership

During a meeting with the business
sector of the Chamber, the minister
of commerce stressed that the holy
city of Makkah has a comparative
advantage and distinctive features
that are not found anywhere in the
world. Dr. Majed said “the future is very
promising for our country and the role
of Makkah Chamber is to build a solid

We will end the challenges
facing Hajj and Umrah sec-
tor and dealing with accom-
modation permissions.

complementary partnerships with the
relevant agencies”.

The Minister visited Makkah Center for
Exhibitions and Conferences project,
which is considered as one of the
pioneering center that serves the
economy and society. He also visited
the Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Center, which serves business owners
in holy capital. The center includes
co-working spaces that provide many
consultations, workshops and a platform
to incubate projects, ideas and motivate
the innovators.

The Minister was impressed with the
Saudi Center for the Commercial
Arbitration. The center is one of the first
of its kind at the level of Saudi Chambers
which enhances the role of the justice
sector with outstanding quality of legal
services. The Minister concluded his
tour with a visit to the media center.
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After four years of it's establishment, it has turned into one of the most prominent

destination for job seekers.

Digital academy and five smart halls consolidate
leadership of Makkah Chamber training center

Makkah Chamber - Razan Sindi

Makkah Chamber Training
center included a digital
academy, five smart halls,
and more than 500 metres
devoted to workshops and
interactive training. These
facilities show the significant
development of the center
which had witnessed since
its establishment four years
ago. As a result, the center is
at the top of training centers
among the Saudi Chambers
and is considered one of the
most important destination
for ftraining young people
of both the genders to be
qualified to work.

The center offered hundreds of training
courses and thousands of direct and
digital hours for all the specializations
and various segments of the society
since it was launched in 2017. As a result,
it witnessed significant developments
and qualitative shifts to reach a larger
segment through the technology, in line
with Makkah Chamber 2022 strategy.
The priority of the institutional excellence
targets the digital transformation in many
areas including education and training.

Despite the disruption of work in many
training centers due to Covid-12, the

Tijarat Makkah . Issue 535

pandemic helped accelerate the center's
goals. The Makkah Chamber launched
the digital training academy, which is one
of the first of its kind and supported the
community through offering free training
programs. In addition, the center also
achieved an excellent record number of
workshops, courses and working hours
during the past year 2020.

The center also aims to provide gualitative
specialized training courses and programs
to match the labor market requirements.
Through studying local and global
markets, the center works on developing

The Covid-19 pandemic
prompted accelerating
the pace of work and
achieving the goals of
the center

Maatouk: "We promise
young people with
professional and qualified
programs that match the
labor market.”

the plans for the required training
programs. Furthermore, it also offers job
opportunities for distinguished trainers in
different fields. In addition, it completes
the work of the Entrepreneurship Center
and the productive family center by
providing workshops and development
courses that entrepreneurs need to
ensure the continuity of their success.
The center also offers professional
workshops for productive families that
helps them raise the quality of their
products and accelerate their projects
and growth.
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“The Center.contributes to formation of data

infrastructure in Makkah Al-Mukarramah

The: center has made many achievements in a short span
of period in several fields including studies and research on
the healthcare sector, education, industry, the economics of
Hajj and Umrah and the financial sector. It also evaluates
economic indicators, including the residential sector, the
industry sector and the education sector indicators.

The center also published reports of the Fifth ministerial
conference in Makkah entitted "Development of the
government agencies associated with developing the real
estate sector in Makkah", Another report about the Impact
of COVID-19 on Hajj and Umrah economy, a presentation
of a scientific paper at Hajj and Umrah Forum entitled “The
Role of the Private Sector in Enriching the Experience of
the Pilgrims and Investment Opportunities” (Investment
Opportunities for Health and Education) in Makkah.

During the Covid-19 pandemic, the most affected sectors
were the entrepreneurs and the owners of small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). The business intelligence
center had many contributions to face the pandemic,

The Business Intelligence Center of the Makkah
Chamber has a vital role in supporting both the
business sector and the governmental development
trends within the framework of the Kingdom’s Vision
2030 . The center will accomplish this goal by creating
an indicator that measures the activity level and
performance of the economic sectors in Makkah. The
center works on processing data related to Makkah’s
economy in integration with government and private
agencies and the third sector to support decision-
making and develop business sectors.

discuss different ways to support the enterprises and submit
the recommendations to the Saudi Council for Econamic and
Development Affairs to approve the support incentives for
Makkah.

Accordingly, the government later approved the special
incentives for the holy city of Makkah.
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To attract investment and balance markets

Makkah Chamber” launches center to monitor”
real estate changes in Holy Makkah

L == L

The Makkah Chamber revealed the real
estate observatory center project that
serves as an accredited reference in the
real estate market to monitor changes
in Makkah, in a way that enhances its
position as a forum for business and
investment support.

The Chamber explained thatthe center's
objectives would focus primarily on the
rational decision-making and building
an integrated real estate database in
Makkah. It would provide real estate
advisory services and performance
indicators in compliance with its mission
based on providing the indicators
and real estate arbitration for different
sectors. This goal will be done according
to a scientific and practical approach
governed by the values of honesty, trust,
commitment, quality, transparency,
justice and professionalism.

The Observatory's objectives are in
line with the Chamber's objectives of
providing outstanding services to the
members by improving the business
sectors in Makkah and developing
the Chamber's resources and goals
of the Kingdom's Vision 2030. The
vision targets increasing the capacity
of pilgrims from 8 to 30 million pilgrims,
raising the private sector's contribution
to the GDP from 40 to 60 percent and
increasing the percentage of Saudi

Tijarat Makkah . Issue 535
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citizen’'s home ownership from 47 to
52 percent.

There was a need to establish an
integral real estate observatory to read
and analyze the market variables and
indicators. There was also a need
to control the market balance. The
observatory will provide specialized
consultations, projects and initiatives
supporting the real estate market and
atiracting foreign investments.

Makkah Chamber is aware that the
real estate sector is one of the central
stimulators of the Makkah economy.
Investment returns represented 30 -
40% of the estimated GDP in 2018 or
168 billion SR. The investment value is
affected by the high price per square
meter of the real estate unit. The price
per square meter in the central region
of Makkah reached SR 560,000, which
is considered as the highest price value
in the Kingdom because the real estate
units in Makkah are numercus and
have multiple uses; (owned, rented and
suspended).

Initiatives and projects
to enhance the

- Work of the center

- Real Estate Arbitration
« Real Estate Indicator

« Real Estate Incubator
« Neighborhood and
investment

Beneficiaries:
- Government Depart-
ments

« Individuals

- Foreign Investors
- Real Estate
Development
Companies

-
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Consuls of brotherly and friendly countries
meet at Iftar breakfast with businessmen

in Makkah Al Mukarramah

in-person attendance.

The Chairman of the Board of
Directors of Makkah Chamber Hisham
Muhammad Kaaki, many board
members, and the Secretary-General
Eng. Ismat Abdel Karim Maatouk
organized the Ifitar gathering. The
invitation was sent to several consul
generals and representatives of the
consulates in Jeddah.

The Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Makkah Chamber
expressed his pleasure for this
annual occasion, which aims to
communicate with consuls  of
brotherly and friendly countries in the

According to its annual tradition, the Makkah Chamber of Commerce and
Industry received consuls and representatives of brotherly and friendly
countries residing in Jeddah at the Iftar breakfast set for the businessmen.
The occasion coincides with the “Fawanees” event in its fourth edition,
which came this year in a “hybrid” form that balances virtual reality and

different continents. He emphasized
that this communication would have
a good influence on the trade and
investments of the different countries.
He added that it would alsc encourage
Saudi investments in other countries.
The Economic Consul of the United
States in Jeddah, Alben Krause,
considered the [ftar invitation in the
Makkah Chamber as an interesting
annual occasion to meet with several
friends that "Covid-19" conditions
kept them away from each other. He
said the invitation was an excellent
occasion to exchange views on some

issues in the distinctive atmosphere
of Makkah during Ramadan.
Alben pointed out that several

American economic agencies
are more interested in the Saudi
economy, especially in  Makkah.
He pointed to the continuous
communication with the relevant
agencies and businessmen through
the Makkah Chamber to search for the
appropriate investment opportunities
for the American business sector,
concluding that such cooperation
would generate mutual benefits for
both the sides.
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“Makkah Chamber”
launches center to monitor
real estate changes in
Makkah

06

The Center contributes
to formation of data
infrastructure in Makkah
Al-Mukarramah

[

Digital academy and five
smart halls consolidate
leadership of Makkah
Chamber training center

[1]

Saudi Arabia to limit Hajj
Pilgrimage this year to
60,000 citizens and
residents
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A Quar

Makkah Cham her

gltal academy and
5 smart halls establish the
leadership of “Makkah
Chamber” training

Minister of Commerce: The Holy “Chairperson of the Saudi
Capital has merits that are not chambers”: Quality projects are a
found anywhere in the world real addition to Makkah
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